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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2015-0337
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Members Carter and Redman
Date of Introduction: May 8, 2015
Committee(s) of Reference: LUZ
Date of Analysis: May 12, 2015
Type of Action: Amend Ordinance Code to create a new section in Chapter 656
Bill Summary: This bill amends Chapter 656 (Zoning Code) to add a new section 656.421 (Chickens allowed by permit in certain zoning districts), Subpart A (Performance Standards and Development Criteria); provides for a sun setting of pilot program; provides for existing permits under pilot program to remain valid; provides for severability; and provides oversight by the Planning and Development Department.
Background Information:  Ordinance 2013-415-E approved a two-year pilot program to determine the need for and ascertain public support of a permanent backyard hen program in residentially zone areas. The evaluation and review report found no adverse complaints regarding legally permitted backyard hens. The ordinance will establish standards and criteria for a citizen to obtain a permit and maintain chickens in conjunction with their single family dwelling. 

Up to five (5) chickens may be kept on each residential lot. Additional chickens may be permitted on lots larger than one (1) acre. The process includes payment of one-time $25 non-refundable permit fee; and providing proof applicant has completed the chicken keeping seminar at the Duval County Agriculture Extension Office.
Policy Impact Area: Regulatory Compliance Department, Planning and Development Department
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined 
Analyst: Mitchell
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